acroporid recruits settled onto dead Acropora plates, growing out in radial patterns covering old skeletons, such that the site closely resembled pre-bleaching Acropora stands. Average temperatures for the site fluctuate between 28.3 and 30.28C . In 2015, temperatures exceeded these values with records as high as 30.58C in the lagoon, measured by in situ temperature loggers, and temperatures reached 18 degree heating weeks. Additionally, there were in situ observations of forereef coral bleaching associated with the 2015/16 El Niño in the central Pacific (Brainard et al. 2018 ), yet there was almost no bleaching of Acropora stands within the lagoon (S. Mangubhai and Y. Nand, pers. obs.). Acroporids from the Coral Castles site in Kanton lagoon were observed to remain in healthy and recovering status in 2016 and as of 2017 and 2018 (R. Rotjan and J. Witting, pers. obs.) . This suggests that these recovering species in the lagoon are more resistant to thermal stress.
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